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Introduction:  
 

The daily activities created for each of the Today in Georgia History segments are designed to 
meet the Georgia Performance Standards for Reading Across the Curriculum, and Grade Eight: 
Georgia Studies. For each date, educators can choose from three optional activities 
differentiated for various levels of student ability. Each activity focuses on engaging the student 
in context specific vocabulary and improving the student’s ability to communicate about 
historical topics.  
 

One suggestion is to use the Today in Georgia History video segments and daily activities as a 
“bell ringer” at the beginning of each class period. Using the same activity daily provides 
consistency and structure for the students and may help teachers utilize the first 15-20 minutes 
of class more effectively.   
 
 

Optional Activities:  
 

Level 1: Provide the students with the vocabulary list and have them use their textbook, 
a dictionary, or other teacher provided materials to define each term. After watching 
the video, have the students write a complete sentence for each of the vocabulary 
terms. Student created sentences should reflect the meaning of the word based on the 
context of the video segment. Have students share a sampling of sentences as a way to 
check for understanding.  
 

Level 2: Provide the students with the vocabulary list for that day’s segment before 
watching the video and have them guess the meaning of each word based on their 
previous knowledge. The teacher may choose to let the students work alone or in 
groups. After watching the video, have the students revise their definitions to better 
reflect the meaning of the words based on the context of the video. As a final step, have 
the students compare and contrast their definitions to their textbook, dictionary or 
other teacher provided materials definitions.  
 

Level 3: Provide the students with the vocabulary list and have them use their textbook, 
a dictionary, or other teacher provided materials to define each term. After watching 
the video, have the students write a five sentence paragraph based on the provided 
writing prompts.  
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Vocabulary/Writing Prompts:  
 

Vocabulary Terms 
Treaty  
Allies 
Blockade 
Occupying 
Resentment 
Trade Restrictions 
Meddling 
Goodwill  
 

Writing Prompts 
1. In a five-sentence paragraph summarize the reasons for the outbreak of the War of 

1812.  
2. In a five-sentence paragraph explain how the War of 1812 directly impacted Georgia.  
3. It is hard for us to imagine a time with the British were our main enemy. In a five-

sentence paragraph talk about the relationship the United States has with the British 
government now and contrast that with our relationship before the Treaty of Ghent.  

 
Related Georgia Performance Standards:  
 

Reading Across the Curriculum (Grades 6-12) 
 

SSRC1 Students will enhance reading in all curriculum areas by: 
c. Building vocabulary knowledge 

• Demonstrate an understanding of contextual vocabulary in various subjects.  
• Use content vocabulary in writing and speaking. 
 • Explore understanding of new words found in subject area texts. 

d. Establishing context 
• Explore life experiences related to subject area content.  
• Discuss in both writing and speaking how certain words are subject area 
related.  
• Determine strategies for finding content and contextual meaning for unknown 
words. 
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United States History, 9-12 
 

SSUSH6 The student will analyze the impact of territorial expansion and population growth 
and the impact of this growth in the early decades of the new nation.  

a. Explain the Northwest Ordinance’s importance in the westward migration of 
Americans, and on slavery, public education, and the addition of new states.  
b. Describe Jefferson’s diplomacy in obtaining the Louisiana Purchase from France and 
the territory’s exploration by Lewis and Clark.  
c. Explain major reasons for the War of 1812 and the war’s significance on the 
development of a national identity.  
d. Describe the construction of the Erie Canal, the rise of New York City, and the 
development of the nation’s infrastructure.  
e. Describe the reasons for and importance of the Monroe Doctrine.  

 
Grade Four United States History to 1860 

 
SS4H5 The student will analyze the challenges faced by the new nation.  

a. Identify the weaknesses of the government established by the Articles of 
Confederation.  
b. Identify the major leaders of the Constitutional Convention (James Madison and 
Benjamin Franklin) and describe the major issues they debated, including the rights of 
states, the Great Compromise, and slavery.  
c. Identify the three branches of the U. S. government as outlined by the Constitution, 
describe what they do, how they relate to each other (checks and balances and 
separation of power), and how they relate to the states.  
d. Identify and explain the rights in the Bill of Rights, describe how the Bill of Rights 
places limits on the power of government, and explain the reasons for its inclusion in 
the Constitution in 1791.  
e. Describe the causes and events of the War of 1812; include the burning of the Capitol 
and the White House.  
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