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May 05, 1864: Atlanta Campaign Begins
Daily Activity

Introduction:

The daily activities created for each of the Today in Georgia History segments are designed to meet

the Georgia Performance Standards for Reading Across the Curriculum, and Grade Eight:

Georgia Studies. For each date, educators can choose from three optional activities differentiated

for various levels of student ability. Each activity focuses on engaging the student in context

specific vocabulary and improving the student’s ability to communicate about historical topics.

One suggestion is to use the Today in Georgia History video segments and daily activities as a “bell

ringer” at the beginning of each class period. Using the same activity daily provides consistency and

structure for the students and may help teachers utilize the first 15-20 minutes of class more

effectively.

Optional Activities:

Level 1: Provide the students with the vocabulary list and have them use their textbook, a
dictionary, or other teacher provided materials to define each term. After watching the
video, have the students write a complete sentence for each of the vocabulary terms.
Student created sentences should reflect the meaning of the word based on the context of
the video segment. Have students share a sampling of sentences as a way to check for

understanding.

Level 2: Provide the students with the vocabulary list for that day’s segment before watching
the video and have them guess the meaning of each word based on their previous
knowledge. The teacher may choose to let the students work alone or in groups. After
watching the video, have the students revise their definitions to better reflect the meaning
of the words based on the context of the video. As a final step, have the students compare
and contrast their definitions to their textbook, dictionary or other teacher provided

materials definitions.

Level 3: Provide the students with the vocabulary list and have them use their textbook, a
dictionary, or other teacher provided materials to define each term. After watching the
video, have the students write a five sentence paragraph based on the provided writing

prompts.

g) GEORGIA www.todayingeorgiahistory.org

Y

\ b
IO ©9op


http://www.todayingeorgiahistory.org/

—iC ;’:Qc %o -

T ODAYn

GEORGIA

H 1 STORY

R (D

Vocabulary/Writing Prompts:

Vocabulary Terms

Confederacy
Hub

Morale
Notoriously
Unaggressive
Opponent
Tone

Flanked

Ensured

Writing Prompts

I.

Did the fate of Atlanta decide the fate of the Civil War? In a five-sentence paragraph
explain the strategic importance of Atlanta during the Civil War.

In a five-sentence paragraph use your own words to explain what the video segment means
when it calls Joe Johnston “notoriously unaggressive.”

What does Lincoln’s re-election have to do with the Atlanta Campaign? In a five-sentence
paragraph, explain why the outcome of the Atlanta Campaign was important in Abraham

Lincoln’s re-election.

Primary Source Investigation:

Based on this photo highlighting Atlanta Campaign Begins and what you have learned from the

episode, answer the following prompts.

I. Observation: Look closely at the photo. What do you notice? List at least five (5) things
that stand out to you.

2. Think/Infer: Based on what you already know, what can you infer or assume about
Atlanta Campaign Begins from this photo? What makes you think that?

3. Wonder: What additional questions do you have about Atlanta Campaign Begins based
on this photo?
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Courtesy of the New Georgia Encyclopedia (Project) at

https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/atlanta-campaign/.

Citation: Davis, Stephen, 1948-. "Atlanta Campaign.” 2005-06-10. January 26, 2026.
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/atlanta-campaign/.

Related Historical Marker:
The Atlanta Campaign: Mosteller's Plantation —
https://www.georgiahistory.com/ghmi_marker_updated/the-atlanta-campaign-mostellers-

plantation/

I. What did you learn about Mosteller’s Plantation from the historical marker?
2. Who spent the night at the plantation?

Related Georgia Standards of Excellence:

Social Studies - Georgia Standard of Excellence

Elementary

SS4H5: Explain the causes, major events, and consequences of the Civil War.

SS4H#7.b: Discuss how the issues of states' rights and slavery increased tensions between the North
and South.

SS4H#.c: Identify major battles, campaigns, and events: Fort Sumter, Gettysburg, the Atlanta
Campaign, Sherman's March to the Sea, and Appomattox Court House.

Middle School
SS8H5: Analyze the impact of the Civil War on Georgia.
SS8H5.b: Explain Georgia's role in the Civil War; include the Union blockade of Georgia's coast,

the Emancipation Proclamation, Chickamauga, Sherman's Atlanta Campaign, Sherman's March to

the Sea, and Andersonville.
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High School

SSUSHJQ: Evaluate key events, issues, and individuals related to the Civil War

SSUSHJ9.c: Examine the influences of Ulysses S. Grant, Robert E. Lee, Thomas "Stonewall"
Jackson, William T. Sherman, and Jefferson Davis.

SSUSHJ9.d: Explain the importance of Fort Sumter, Antietam, Vicksburg, Gettysburg, and
Atlanta, as well as the impact of geography on these battles.

Georgia’s K-12 English Language Arts Standards

Elementary

1-5.L.V.1: General, Academic, & Specialized Vocabulary Acquire and use general, academic, and
specialized vocabulary words and phrases in a variety of settings.

1-5.L.V.I.a: Acquire general, academic, and specialized vocabulary words and phrases through
grade-level texts and content.

1-5.L.V.1.b: Use grade-level general, academic, and specialized vocabulary words and phrases to

communicate in a variety of settings.

Middle School

6-8.L.V.1: General, Academic, & Specialized Vocabulary Use a variety of approaches to
continuously build vocabulary across a range of real-life, academic, and disciplinary contexts and
apply those understandings to analyze texts and to communicate effectively.

6-8.L.V.I.a: Acquire a range of general, academic, and disciplinary vocabulary through grade-level
print, digital, and/or multimodal texts or content.

6-8.L.V.1.b: Use grade-level general, academic, and disciplinary vocabulary to communicate
clearly and precisely in a variety of settings.

High School

9-12.L.V.1: General, Academic, & Specialized Vocabulary Use expanding vocabulary knowledge to
interpret texts and to craft effective communications across a wide variety of real-life, academic,
disciplinary, technical, and professional contexts.

9-12.L.V.1.a: Acquire a range of general, academic, disciplinary, technical, and professional
vocabulary through grade-level print, digital, and/or multimodal texts or content.

9-12.L.V.1.b: Use grade-level general, academic, disciplinary, technical, and professional
vocabulary to communicate clearly and precisely, adjusting style as appropriate in a variety of
settings.
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