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May 17, 1749: Slavery in Colonial Georgia
Daily Activity

Introduction:

The daily activities created for each of the Today in Georgia History segments are designed to meet
the Georgia Performance Standards for Reading Across the Curriculum, and Grade Eight:
Georgia Studies. For each date, educators can choose from three optional activities differentiated
for various levels of student ability. Each activity focuses on engaging the student in context
specific vocabulary and improving the student’s ability to communicate about historical topics.

One suggestion is to use the Today in Georgia History video segments and daily activities as a “bell
ringer” at the beginning of each class period. Using the same activity daily provides consistency and
structure for the students and may help teachers utilize the first 15-20 minutes of class more
effectively.

Optional Activities:

Level 1: Provide the students with the vocabulary list and have them use their textbook, a
dictionary, or other teacher provided materials to define each term. After watching the
video, have the students write a complete sentence for each of the vocabulary terms.
Student created sentences should reflect the meaning of the word based on the context of
the video segment. Have students share a sampling of sentences as a way to check for

understanding.

Level 2: Provide the students with the vocabulary list for that day’s segment before watching
the video and have them guess the meaning of each word based on their previous
knowledge. The teacher may choose to let the students work alone or in groups. After
watching the video, have the students revise their definitions to better reflect the meaning
of the words based on the context of the video. As a final step, have the students compare
and contrast their definitions to their textbook, dictionary or other teacher provided

materials definitions.

Level 3: Provide the students with the vocabulary list and have them use their textbook, a
dictionary, or other teacher provided materials to define each term. After watching the
video, have the students write a five sentence paragraph based on the provided writing

prompts.

_/ GEORGIA www.todayingeorgiahistory.org

2 = ©gpd

Y



http://www.todayingeorgiahistory.org/

1 ;’:Qc D

T ODAYn

GEORGIA

H 1 STORY

oA

Vocabulary/Writing Prompts:

Vocabulary Terms

Banning
Prospering
Buffer

Fate
Disparities
Vastly

Lure
Petitioned

Writing Prompts

I.

In a five-sentence paragraph use evidence from the video to support or refute the argument
that Georgia’s decision to ban slavery wasn’t a moral decision.

In a five-sentence paragraph explain why the slavery threatened Georgia’s ability to create a
buffer between the English colonies and Spanish Florida.

In a five-sentence paragraph explain why the trustees eventually decided to petition

parliament to allow slavery in the Georgia colony.

Primary Source Investigation:

Based on this photo highlighting Slavery in Colonial Georgia and what you have learned from the

episode, answer the following prompts.

I. Observation: Look closely at the document. What do you notice? List at least five (5)
things that stand out to you.

2. Think/Infer: Based on what you already know, what can you infer or assume about
Slavery in Colonial Georgia from this document? What makes you think that?

3. Wonder: What additional questions do you have about Slavery in Colonial Georgia based

on this document?
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Courtesy of the Hargrett Library at https://dlg.usg.edu/record/guan_1170_hargi170-012-023.

Citation: Cuyler, Telamon Cruger Smith, 1873-1951. "Georgia. Colonial. Slavery. Bill of sale.
William Wilson-Benjamin Wilson." 1756-03-12. January 29, 2026.
http://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/harg/telamoncuyler/do:hargi170-012-028.

Related Historical Marker:
Lazaretto — https://www.georgiahistory.com/ghmi_marker_updated/lazaretto/

I. What did you learn about Lazaretto from this historical marker?
2. Why did people go to Lazaretto?

Related Georgia Standards of Excellence:

Social Studies - Georgia Standard of Excellence
Elementary
SSg3Hg: Explain the factors that shaped British Colonial America.
SSg3Hg.a: Identify key reasons why the New England, Mid-Atlantic, and Southern colonies were
founded (religious freedom and profit).
SS3H3.b: Compare and contrast colonial life in the New England, Mid-Atlantic, and Southern
colonies (education, economy, and religion).
SS3H3.c: Describe colonial life in America from the perspectives of various people: large
landowners, farmers, artisans, women, children, indentured servants, slaves, and American

Indians.

Middle School

SS8H2: Analyze the colonial period of Georgia's history.

SS8H2.a: Explain the importance of the Charter of 1732, including the reasons for settlement
(philanthropy, economics, and defense).

SS8H2.b: Analyze the relationship between James Oglethorpe, Tomochichi, and Mary Musgrove
in establishing the city of Savannah at Yamacraw Bluff.
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SS8H2.c: Evaluate the role of diverse groups (Jews, Salzburgers, Highland Scots, and
Malcontents) in settling Georgia during the Trustee Period.

SS8H2.d: Explain the transition of Georgia into a royal colony with regard to land ownership,
slavery, alcohol, and government.

SS8H2.e: Give examples of the kinds of goods and services produced and traded in colonial
Georgia.

High School

SSUSHI1: Compare and contrast the development of English settlement and colonization during
the 17th Century.

SSUSHI.b: Explain the development of the Southern Colonies, including but not limited to
reasons established, impact of location and place, relations with American Indians, and economic
development.

SSUSH2: Describe the early English colonial society and investigate the development of its

governance.
Georgia’s K-12 English Language Arts Standards

Elementary

1-5.L.V.1: General, Academic, & Specialized Vocabulary Acquire and use general, academic, and
specialized vocabulary words and phrases in a variety of settings.

1-5.L.V.I.a: Acquire general, academic, and specialized vocabulary words and phrases through
grade-level texts and content.

1-5.L.V.1.b: Use grade-level general, academic, and specialized vocabulary words and phrases to

communicate in a variety of settings.

Middle School

6-8.L.V.1: General, Academic, & Specialized Vocabulary Use a variety of approaches to
continuously build vocabulary across a range of real-life, academic, and disciplinary contexts and
apply those understandings to analyze texts and to communicate effectively.

6-8.L.V.I.a: Acquire a range of general, academic, and disciplinary vocabulary through grade-level
print, digital, and/or multimodal texts or content.

6-8.L.V.1.b: Use grade-level general, academic, and disciplinary vocabulary to communicate
clearly and precisely in a variety of settings.

High School

9-12.L.V.1: General, Academic, & Specialized Vocabulary Use expanding vocabulary knowledge to
interpret texts and to craft effective communications across a wide variety of real-life, academic,
disciplinary, technical, and professional contexts.

9-12.L.V.1.a: Acquire a range of general, academic, disciplinary, technical, and professional
vocabulary through grade-level print, digital, and/or multimodal texts or content.

9-12.L.V.1.b: Use grade-level general, academic, disciplinary, technical, and professional
vocabulary to communicate clearly and precisely, adjusting style as appropriate in a variety of
settings.
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