
   

 
                                                                                                                                     

 
 
 
 
Introduction:  
 

The daily activities created for each of the Today in Georgia History segments are designed to 
meet the Georgia Standards of Excellence for Information Processing Skills (K-12), English 
Language Arts (ELA; 8-12)), and Social Studies: Grade Eight Georgia Studies. For each date, 
educators can choose from various activities differentiated for various levels of student ability. 
The activities focus on engaging students with context specific vocabulary, improving 
communication skills, and investigating primary and secondary sources related to the topic. 
 

One suggestion is to use the Today in Georgia History video segments and daily activities as a 
“bell ringer” at the beginning of each class period. Using the same activity daily provides 
consistency and structure for the students and may help teachers utilize the first 15-20 minutes 
of class more effectively.   
 
 

Vocabulary & Writing Activities:  
 

Level 1: Provide the students with the vocabulary list and have them use their textbook, 
a dictionary, or other teacher provided materials to define each term. After watching 
the video, have the students write a complete sentence for each of the vocabulary 
terms. Student created sentences should reflect the meaning of the word based on the 
context of the video segment. Have students share a sampling of sentences as a way to 
check for understanding.  
 

Level 2: Provide the students with the vocabulary list for that day’s segment before 
watching the video and have them guess the meaning of each word based on their 
previous knowledge. The teacher may choose to let the students work alone or in 
groups. After watching the video, have the students revise their definitions to better 
reflect the meaning of the words based on the context of the video. As a final step, have 
the students compare and contrast their definitions to their textbook, dictionary or 
other teacher provided materials definitions.  
 

Level 3: Provide the students with the vocabulary list and have them use their textbook, 
a dictionary, or other teacher provided materials to define each term. After watching 
the video, have the students write a five sentence paragraph based on the provided 
writing prompts.  

 

 August 7, 1742: Nathanael Greene Born  
 

 



   

 
                                                                                                                                     

 
Vocabulary/Writing Prompts:  
 

Vocabulary Terms 
Critical 
Pacifist 
Quaker 
Militia 
Battered 
Undermanned 
 

Writing Prompts 
1. Use evidence from the video segment to write a five-sentence paragraph supporting the 

claim that Nathanael Greene was an “unlikely warrior.”  
2. In a five-sentence paragraph, explain why the state of Georgia wanted to show their 

gratitude to Nathanael Greene by giving him property? What did Nathanael Greene do 
that made them so thankful?  

3. In a five-sentence paragraph discuss whether or not you think Nathanael Greene was a 
good leader. Be sure to include evidence to support your answer.  

 
 
 
Primary Source Investigation: 
 
Based on the images below of the Greene Monument in Johnson Square in Savannah, and what 
you have learned from the episode, answer the following prompts. Clink on the links below 
each image for a larger view. 
 

1. Observation: Compare and contrast the two images. Why are they different? List at 
least three (3) things you notice. 
 

2. Think/Infer: Based on what you already know, what can you infer or assume about 
Greene from these images? 

 
3. Wonder: What additional questions do you have about Greene and his actions based on 

this image and/or the episode?  
 
 
 
 



   

 
                                                                                                                                     

 

 
Girard, Edward Henry. "Johnson Square Looking North." Photograph. Savannah: 1910. From Georgia 

Historical Society: GHS 1374-PH-01-40-02, Edward Girard Savannah area photographs. 
 

 
 

Coastal News Co. Greene Monument. Undated. GHS 1361-PC Georgia Historical Society postcards collection. 
GHS 1361-PC-07-0041. Georgia Historical Society, Savannah, Georgia. 

 
 

https://7063.sydneyplus.com/archive/final/Portal/Default.aspx?component=AABC&record=3766dbcb-d3ae-48a6-a262-e69ce2069c44
https://7063.sydneyplus.com/archive/final/Portal/Default.aspx?component=AABC&record=3766dbcb-d3ae-48a6-a262-e69ce2069c44
https://7063.sydneyplus.com/archive/final/Portal/Default.aspx?component=AABC&record=2ace3b5f-14f4-4cf3-954c-15430f12a2a8
https://7063.sydneyplus.com/archive/final/Portal/Default.aspx?component=AABC&record=2ace3b5f-14f4-4cf3-954c-15430f12a2a8


   

 
                                                                                                                                     

 
 
Investigate one or more of these Georgia Historical Markers: 
Mulberry Grove Plantation 
Nathanael Greene Monument 
Nathanael Greene, Maj. Gen., Continental Army John Maitland, Lt. Col., 71st Regt. of Scotch 
Foot 
 

• What additional information do you learn about Nathanael Greene from these markers? 
• What questions do you have after reading them?  

 
Relevant Georgia Standards of Excellence  
 

English Language Arts (Grades 8-12) 
[These standards are consistent across the 8 – 12 grade levels.] 

 
8.P Domain: Practices 

• 8.P.EICC – I. BIG IDEA: Engagement & Intention for Comprehension & Composition: 
Students develop personal and academic identities as readers and writers, approaching 
texts for a variety of tasks and purposes and engaging in reading and writing processes 
in order to deepen comprehension and strengthen composition. 
 

8.P Domain: Language 
• 8.L.GC – I. BIG IDEA: Grammar Conventions: Students observe, analyze, and use the 

structures and conventions of Standard English grammar, usage, and mechanics as they 
interpret and construct texts. 

• 8.L.V – II. BIG IDEA: Vocabulary: Students engage in a wide range of written and spoken 
activities during which they expand and deepen their vocabulary, build word analysis 
skillsets (morphology), and determine or clarify the meanings of words and phrases. 

 
 

Grade 8 Georgia Studies 
 

SS8H3 Analyze the role of Georgia in the American Revolutionary Era. 
 

Grade 4 Historical Understandings 
 
SS4H1 Explain the causes, events, and results of the American Revolution. 
 
 
 

https://historicalmarkers.georgiahistory.com/?dlg=Project-Details&page=Home-Page&views=View-1#data_s=id%3AdataSource_4-18accc0d777-layer-2%3A419
https://historicalmarkers.georgiahistory.com/?dlg=Project-Details&page=Home-Page&views=View-1#data_s=id%3AdataSource_4-18accc0d777-layer-2%3A389
https://historicalmarkers.georgiahistory.com/?dlg=Project-Details&page=Home-Page&views=View-1#data_s=id%3AdataSource_4-18accc0d777-layer-2%3A388
https://historicalmarkers.georgiahistory.com/?dlg=Project-Details&page=Home-Page&views=View-1#data_s=id%3AdataSource_4-18accc0d777-layer-2%3A388


   

 
                                                                                                                                     

 
United States History, 9-12 

 
SSUSH4 Analyze the ideological, military, social, and diplomatic aspects of the American 
Revolution. 

 
 

Information Processing Skills K-12 
 

SSIPS6 Identify and use primary and secondary sources. 
SSIPS10 Analyze artifacts. 
 

 
National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies  

 
Theme 2: Time Continuity and Change; Theme 6: Power, Authority, and Governance  

 
 

 


