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August 30, 1979: Jimmy Carter Rabbit Episode

Introduction:

The daily activities created for each of the Today in Georgia History segments are designed to
meet the Georgia Standards of Excellence for Information Processing Skills (K-12), English
Language Arts (ELA; 8-12)), and Social Studies: Grade Eight Georgia Studies. For each date,
educators can choose from various activities differentiated for various levels of student ability.
The activities focus on engaging students with context specific vocabulary, improving
communication skills, and investigating primary and secondary sources related to the topic.

One suggestion is to use the Today in Georgia History video segments and daily activities as a
“bell ringer” at the beginning of each class period. Using the same activity daily provides
consistency and structure for the students and may help teachers utilize the first 15-20 minutes
of class more effectively.

Vocabulary & Writing Activities:

Level 1: Provide the students with the vocabulary list and have them use their textbook,
a dictionary, or other teacher provided materials to define each term. After watching
the video, have the students write a complete sentence for each of the vocabulary
terms. Student created sentences should reflect the meaning of the word based on the
context of the video segment. Have students share a sampling of sentences as a way to
check for understanding.

Level 2: Provide the students with the vocabulary list for that day’s segment before
watching the video and have them guess the meaning of each word based on their
previous knowledge. The teacher may choose to let the students work alone or in
groups. After watching the video, have the students revise their definitions to better
reflect the meaning of the words based on the context of the video. As a final step, have
the students compare and contrast their definitions to their textbook, dictionary or
other teacher provided materials definitions.

Level 3: Provide the students with the vocabulary list and have them use their textbook,
a dictionary, or other teacher provided materials to define each term. After watching
the video, have the students write a five sentence paragraph based on the provided
writing prompts.
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Vocabulary/Writing Prompts:

Vocabulary Terms

Fending
Amusing
Symbolize
Perception
Ineffective
Agitated
Offhandedly
Lampooned
Haunted
Confirm
Critics

Writing Prompts

1.

In a five-sentence paragraph, explain what role the media played in promoting the
“President Attacked by Rabbit” story.

In a five-sentence paragraph, use evidence from the video segment to support the claim
that this rabbit story was “the beginning of the end for the Carter Presidency.”

How important is public perception in a presidency? In a five-sentence paragraph,
explain how this story reveals the importance of how citizens see their president.

Primary Source Investigation:

Based on this news article and what you have learned from the episode, answer the following
prompts.

Observation: What do you learn from the article? List at least five (5) things.

Think/Infer: Based on what you already know, what can you infer or assume, do you
think this article is truthful or satire?

Wonder: What additional questions do you have about Carter and his presidency based
on this article and/or the episode?
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Bunny Goes Bugs
‘Rabbit Attacks President -

By Brooks Jackson
Associated Press

A “killer rabbit” attacked President Carter on a recent trip
to Plains, Ga., penetrating Seeret Service security and forcing
the chief executive to beat back the beast with a canoe paddle.

The rabbit, which the president later guessed was fleeing
in pani¢ from some predator, swam toward a canoe from
which Carter was fishing in a pond. It was hissing menacingly,
its teeth flashing and nostrils flared, and making straight for
the president, he said.

Carter was not injured, and reports are unclear about what
became of the banzai bunny. Buf, fortunately for Carter's
credibility, a White House staff photographer made a picture
of the attack and the president’s successful self-defense.

It was fortunate because some of the president's closest
stalf members refused to believe the story of the aquatic at-
tack rapbit-when Carter related it to them later. Their skep-
ticism arose despite Carter’s strong and oft-repeated promises
never to lie.

Carter, stung by this skepticis;n from his in\ner circle,
ordered up a print of the photograph to offer as proof. But
even this was not good enough at first.

“You could see him in the canoe with his paddle raised,
and you could see something in the water,” the doubter said.
;‘}{:‘:ut you couldn’t tell what it was, It could have been any-

ing.’

So Carter ordered an enlargement made. “It was a rabbit,
a]l{ right,” said the staff member after seeing the blown-up
photo,

No news photographers were allowed within camera range
of Carter on the fishing trip April 20. The White House with-
held pictures of the fishing trip and refused yesterday to
make available pictures of the encounter with the rabbit.

“There are just certain stories about the president that
must forever remain shrouded in mystery,” spokesman Rex ' -
Granum said. By William Coulter for The Washington Post

Bunny éoes Bugs, Rabbit attacks President, Washington Post

Investigate this Georgia Historical Marker: President Jimmy Carter
e What additional information do you learn about Carter from this marker?
e What questions do you have after reading it?

- -

( 77«/‘ \
/EORGIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY t )


https://www.georgiahistory.com/ghmi_marker_updated/president-jimmy-carter/
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Relevant Georgia Standards of Excellence

English Language Arts (Grades 8-12)
[These standards are consistent across the 8 — 12 grade levels.]

8.P Domain: Practices
e 8.P.EICC—I. BIG IDEA: Engagement & Intention for Comprehension & Composition:
Students develop personal and academic identities as readers and writers, approaching
texts for a variety of tasks and purposes and engaging in reading and writing processes
in order to deepen comprehension and strengthen composition.

8.P Domain: Language
e 8.L.GC-I. BIG IDEA: Grammar Conventions: Students observe, analyze, and use the
structures and conventions of Standard English grammar, usage, and mechanics as they
interpret and construct texts.
e 38.L.V-II. BIG IDEA: Vocabulary: Students engage in a wide range of written and spoken
activities during which they expand and deepen their vocabulary, build word analysis
skillsets (morphology), and determine or clarify the meanings of words and phrases.

Grade 8 Georgia Studies
SS8H12 Explain the importance of developments in Georgia since the late 20th century.
e SS8H12.b Describe the role of Jimmy Carter in Georgia as state senator, governor,
president, and past president.
United States History, 9-12
SSUSH22 Analyze U.S. international and domestic policies including their influences on
technological advancements and social changes during the Nixon, Ford, and Carter
administrations.

Information Processing Skills K-12

SSIPS6 Identify and use primary and secondary sources.
SSIPS10 Analyze artifacts.

National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies

Theme 1: Culture; Theme 6: Power Authority and Governance
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