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September 5th, 1956: Heart of Atlanta Motel Opens 
 

Introduction: 

The daily activities created for each of the Today in Georgia History segments are designed to 
meet the Georgia Standards of Excellence for Information Processing Skills (K-12), English 
Language Arts (ELA; 8-12)), and Social Studies: Grade Eight Georgia Studies. For each date, 
educators can choose from various activities differentiated for various levels of student ability. 
The activities focus on engaging students with context specific vocabulary, improving 
communication skills, and investigating primary and secondary sources related to the topic. 

One suggestion is to use the Today in Georgia History video segments and daily activities as a 
“bell ringer” at the beginning of each class period. Using the same activity daily provides 
consistency and structure for the students and may help teachers utilize the first 15-20 minutes 
of class more effectively. 

 
Vocabulary & Writing Activities: 

 

Level 1: Provide the students with the vocabulary list and have them use their textbook, 
a dictionary, or other teacher provided materials to define each term. After watching 
the video, have the students write a complete sentence for each of the vocabulary 
terms. Student created sentences should reflect the meaning of the word based on the 
context of the video segment. Have students share a sampling of sentences as a way to 
check for understanding. 

 
Level 2: Provide the students with the vocabulary list for that day’s segment before 
watching the video and have them guess the meaning of each word based on their 
previous knowledge. The teacher may choose to let the students work alone or in 
groups. After watching the video, have the students revise their definitions to better 
reflect the meaning of the words based on the context of the video. As a final step, have 
the students compare and contrast their definitions to their textbook, dictionary or 
other teacher provided materials definitions. 

 

Level 3: Provide the students with the vocabulary list and have them use their 
textbook, a dictionary, or other teacher provided materials to define each term. 
After watching the video, have the students write a five sentence paragraph based 
on the provided writing prompts. 
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Vocabulary/Writing Prompts: 

Vocabulary Terms 
Touted 
Patrons 
Landmark 
Segregationist 
Discrimination 
Unanimous 
Antidiscrimination 
Dismantling 

 
Writing Prompts 

1. What circumstances create true change in a society? Would you ever think a landmark Civil 
Rights Case would begin over a hotel? In a five-sentence paragraph explain how the Heart 
of Atlanta case impacted the entire south.  

2. Is there anything that would make you so passionate about that you would sue the Federal 
Government? Moreton Rolleston was such a staunch segregationist sued the government 
rather than let African-American patrons come to his hotel. This type of passion can also 
be used to bring about positive change. In a five-sentence paragraph explain what issue 
you would be willing to defend in court.  

3. Using this story as an example, write a five-sentence paragraph explaining the system of 
checks and balances between the judicial and legislative branches of the United States 
government.  

 
 
Primary Source Investigation: 

 
Based on this photo from a NAACP protest in Woolworth, Savannah and what you have 
learned from the episode, answer the following prompts. 

 
1. Observation: What do you see in this photo of the protest? List at least five (5) things you 

notice or can infer about what they are protesting. 
 

2. Think/Infer: What can be summarized about how segregation impacts democracy? 
 

3. Wonder: What additional questions do you have about the photo of the protest or  
the video that was played? Additionally, do you have any other questions about 
democracy, segregation, and Jim Crow Laws?
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NAACP boycott protest of Woolworth, Savannah, July 1960. GHS 2697 John Williams collection of W.W. 
(Westley Wallace) Law papers. Georgia Historical Society, Savannah, Georgia. 

 
 
Investigate this Georgia Historical Marker: Atlanta Student Movement 

• What additional information did you learn about the fight against segregation, Atlanta 
Student Movement, or NAACP? 

• What tactics did the Atlanta Student Movement use to reinforce the idea that all spaces 
should be shared no matter the complexion of someone’s skin? What other instances can 
you think of where these same tactics were also used? 

• What remaining questions do you have after reading this marker? 
 
 
 
Additional Historical Fact:  

• One of the students that helped create the Atlanta Student Movement, Lonnie King, would 
later become the president of the Atlanta NAACP. 

 

http://www.todayingeorgiahistory.org/
https://www.georgiahistory.com/ghmi_marker_updated/atlanta-students-movement/
https://www.georgiahistory.com/ghmi_marker_updated/atlanta-students-movement/


www.todayingeorgiahistory.org 

 

 

 
 
 

Related Georgia Standards of Excellence: 
 

English Language Arts (Grades 8-12) 
[These standards are consistent across the 8 – 12 grade levels.] 

 
8.P Domain: Practices 

• 8.P.EICC – I. BIG IDEA: Engagement & Intention for Comprehension & Composition: 
Students develop personal and academic identities as readers and writers, approaching 
texts for a variety of tasks and purposes and engaging in reading and writing processes 
in order to deepen comprehension and strengthen composition. 

• 8.P.ST – II. BIG IDEA: Situating Texts: Students develop and apply a multilayered 
understanding of context, author, audience, and purpose to ground and propel the 
interpretation and construction of texts. 

• 8.P.ST.1 – Context: Develop and apply knowledge of context such as 
background information, geographic location, cultural influences, time period, 
and contemporary events when interpreting and constructing texts.  

 
8.P Domain: Language 

• 8.L.GC – I. BIG IDEA: Grammar Conventions: Students observe, analyze, and use the 
structures and conventions of Standard English grammar, usage, and mechanics as they 
interpret and construct texts. 

• 8.L.V – II. BIG IDEA: Vocabulary: Students engage in a wide range of written and spoken 
activities during which they expand and deepen their vocabulary, build word analysis 
skillsets (morphology), and determine or clarify the meanings of words and phrases. 

 
 

Grade 8 Georgia Studies 
 

SS8H11 Evaluate the role of Georgia in the modern civil rights movement. 
 SS8H11.b Describe the role of individuals (Martin Luther King, Jr. and John Lewis), groups 

(SNCC and SCLC) and events (Albany Movement and March on Washington) in the Civil 
Rights Movement. 

SS8CG2 Analyze the role of the legislative branch in Georgia. 
SS8CG4 Analyze the role of the judicial branch in Georgia. 
SS8CG6 Analyze the role of local governments in the state of Georgia. 
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SS8E2 Evaluate the influence of Georgia-based businesses on the State’s economic growth and 
development. 

SS8E2.c Evaluate the economic impact of various industries in Georgia including 
agricultural, entertainment, manufacturing, service, and technology. 

 
Information Processing Skills 6th-8th Grade 

 
SSIPS6 Identify and use primary and secondary sources. (Apply and Improve Mastered Skills) 
SSIPS11 Draw conclusions and maker generalizations (Apply and Improve Mastered Skills) 
SSIPS14 Formulate appropriate research questions. (Apply and Improve Mastered Skills) 
 

National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 

Theme 1: Culture; Theme 2: Time, Continuity, and Change; Theme 3: People, Places, and 

Environments; Theme 4: Individual development and Identity; Theme 5: Individuals, Groups, and 

Institutions; Theme 6: Power Authority and Governance; Theme 10: Civic Ideals and Practices 
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