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November 20th, 1785:
James Wright

Introduction:

The daily activities created for each of the Today in Georgia History segments are designed to
meet the Georgia Standards of Excellence for Information Processing Skills (K-12), English
Language Arts (ELA; 8-12), and Social Studies: Grade Eight Georgia Studies. For each date,
educators can choose from various activities differentiated for various levels of student ability.
The activities focus on engaging students with context specific vocabulary, improving
communication skills, and investigating primary and secondary sources related to the topic.

One suggestion is to use the Today in Georgia History video segments and daily activities as a
“bell ringer” at the beginning of each class period. Using the same activity daily provides
consistency and structure for the students and may help teachers utilize the first 15-20 minutes
of class more effectively.

Vocabulary & Writing Activities:

Level 1: Provide the students with the vocabulary list and have them use their textbook,
a dictionary, or other teacher-provided materials to define each term. After watching
the video, have the students write a complete sentence for each of the vocabulary
terms. Student created sentences should reflect the meaning of the word based on the
context of the video segment. Have students share a sampling of sentences as a way to
check for understanding.

Level 2: Provide the students with the vocabulary list for that day’s segment before
watching the video and have them guess the meaning of each word based on their
previous knowledge. The teacher may choose to let the students work alone or in
groups. After watching the video, have the students revise their definitions to better
reflect the meaning of the words based on the context of the video. As a final step, have
the students compare and contrast their definitions to their textbook, dictionary or
other teacher provided materials definitions.

Level 3: Provide the students with the vocabulary list and have them use their textbook,
a dictionary, or other teacher provided materials to define each term. After watching
the video, have the students write a five sentence paragraph based on the provided
writing prompts.
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Vocabulary/Writing Prompts:

Vocabulary Terms
Chief Justice
Invested
Treaties
Frontiers
Dampened
Erupted
Evacuated

Writing Prompts

1. In a five-sentence paragraph list and describe at least two ways James Wright impacted
the colony of Georgia while he was a royal Governor.

2. Was James Wright a patriot or a loyalist? In a five-sentence paragraph summarize the
“terrible choice” James Wright had to make when the American Revolution began. Make
sure to use the terms patriot and loyalist.

3. Have you ever thought about where you would like to be buried? Do you think someone's
final resting place has any significance? In a five-sentence paragraph explain why James
Wright being buried in England is significant to his story. Do you think he would have
wanted to have been buried in England if he had not been forced out of Georgia during
the American Revolution.

Primary Source Investigation:

Based on this document courtesy of the Georgia Historical Society and what you have
learned from the episode, answer the following prompts.

1. Observation: study the document carefully. What do you notice? List at least five (5) things
that stand out to you.

2. Think/Infer: Based on what you already know, what can you infer or assume regarding
the sort of governor James Wright was? What makes you think that?

3. Wonder: What additional questions do you have about James Wright and his role
in Georgia history based on this article and/or the episode?
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S JAMES WRIGHT, Baroner,

Caprain-General, Governor, and Commander in Chief, of His Muajcfty’s
Province of GEoRrRcG1a, Chancellor, Vice- Admiral and Ordinary of
the fame,

A PROCLAMATION.

CITEREAS I h’w:
A

reccived information that a_cereain Tndian, named or ufually calicd
< 21 !

for_fome time ,m
£2id murder 3

| 3 ontrar avv. i i
H nmi i i y - THOUGEHT FI'T, cand with the ad
\ 515 Majefty’s HHonourable Council, fo iffuc this my proclamation, offering. and I do herchy offer A RI-
WARD OF ONE HUNDRED POUNDS STERLING, that is to fis fifty pounds to any perfon or
perfons who thall apprehend and deliver the body of the faid Tmoxas Fre into the hands of the Provofi-
MMarfhal of this province in Savannah, to be then paid unto him or them, and the like fumn of fifty pounds
fterling, to be paid him or them on the conviction of the faid TromAs Fre of the fiid murder 1
do hereby, in his Majefty’s name, ftrictly charge and command all perfons whomfoever not to molell, aflault,
or infult any Indian or Indians whatfocver, who may happen to be down in the fettlements, or elfewhere,
and behaving themfclyes quictly and peaceablys and all an sreflperion oc perlupe offending in this particu-
Tar may depend on being profecuted to the utmoft rigour of t AND I do hereby charge and
11 Jutticess Peare Ofhtacss ant aligatieaini. Majelty’s ra.:hfugmud licge fubjects, o b
this proclamation, and to do whatever may lay in their power # bri or caufe to bé
The fd Tuians Fir. and erais oihet i adlilior oficnders sfilion (this proclarg L iSn N elincies
“he contrary at their peril. r

v obcdl

GIVEN under my hand and the great feal of his Majefty’s faid province, in the Council-Chamler
at Savannah, the twenty cighth day of March, One thoufand feven hundred and feventy-four,
and in the fourteenth year of the réign of his Majefty King GEORGE the Third.

bl Eeeclioncye Comn\.lnd J A. WEIRTE G EI T
Moopir, Dep.

Secr.

God fave the King.

- A DESCRIPTION of THOMAS FEE:-—-A flim made man, of about fix foot high, ruddy complexion,
i fandy o reddith hair, and about 26 or 27 ycars old, and fuppofcd to be born in North-Carolina.
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A Proclamation by James Wright, 1774._Courtesy of the Georgia Historical Society

“A Proclamation by James Wright 1774.” The Georgia Historical Society.
https://tps.ghslearn.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/James-Wright-Proclamation-.jpg

Investigate This Georgia Historical Marker: Wright Square

e What additional information did you learn about James Wright and the city off Savannah
from reading this Marker?

e Who was buried in the center of the square in 1739?
e What remaining questions do you have after reading this marker?
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Related Georgia Standards of Excellence:
Georgia’s K-12 English Language Arts Standards

Middle School English Language Arts 6-8: Practice
* 6-8.P.EICC —I. BIG IDEA: Engagement & Intention for Comprehension & Composition:
Students develop personal and academic identities as readers and writers, approaching
texts for a variety of tasks and purposes and engaging in reading and writing processes
in order to deepen comprehension and strengthen composition.

Middle School English Language Arts 6-8: Language
* 6-8.L.GC - |. BIG IDEA: Grammar Conventions: Students observe, analyze, and use the
structures and conventions of Standard English grammar, usage, and mechanics as they
interpret and construct texts.

* 6-8.L.V —II. BIG IDEA: Vocabulary: Students engage in a wide range of written and
spoken activities during which they expand and deepen their vocabulary, build word
analysis skillsets (morphology), and determine or clarify the meanings of words and
phrases.
Social Studies — Georgia Standards of Excellence

Middle School Social Studies 6-8
* SS8H3 Analyze the role of Georgia in the American Revolutionary Era * SS8H3.c Analyze
the significance of the Loyalists and Patriots as a part of Georgia's role in the
Revolutionary War; include the Battle of Kettle Creek and Siege of Savannah.

Information Processing Skills K-12
* SSIPS6 Identify and use primary and secondary sources.
* SSIPS11 Draw conclusions and make generalizations.
* SSIPS14 Formulate appropriate research questions.
* SSIPS15 Determine adequacy and/or relevancy of information.
* SSIPS16 Check for consistency of information.

National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies

Theme 3: People, Places, and Environments
* Social studies teachers should possess the knowledge, capabilities, and dispositions to
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organize and provide instruction at the appropriate school level for the study of
People, Places, and Environments.

Theme 5: Individuals, Groups, and Institutions
* Social studies teachers should possess the knowledge, capabilities, and dispositions to
organize and provide instruction at the appropriate school level for the study of
interactions among Individuals, Groups, and Institutions.
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